EXPERIENCE OF A BREEDER AT THE HANDS OF THE SPCA

I had a litter of Boerboel puppies in June 2009.
  
Some of the pups had kinked tails and were docked by my vet when he also removed dew claws, the rest were docked with the banding method before 5 days old.  All pups were healthy and well.  I took 11 pups to my vet when they were 7 weeks old for health checks and vaccinations; I did this in two trips.  
Within an hour of returning from the second lot, I had the SPCA screaming at my gate about docking.  I told them I would not discuss it with them as I had broken no laws.  The SPCA Inspector was obnoxious and aggressive.  He returned 2 days later with 4 policemen and a court order to remove puppies "in need of necessary care".  He in effect lied to a magistrate to get the removal order for my puppies and I would not let him have them until I had my attorney present, my breed club representative and a few others and they watched him sign a statement that all the pups were in excellent health and condition.  All the others witness the 5 beautiful healthy pups being taken from their mother and put in the back of an unpadded van (no crate or box for safety) with no bedding and broken windows.  I provided bedding in the van myself as it was dangerous to travel puppies in there.  
My attorney negotiated the pups return that same afternoon and when I went to pick them up they were housed in a kennel between stray dogs.  I was horrified.  They took 5 as they didn't know and couldn't tell how many my vet had docked.  The vet that docked was the same vet that reported ME for docking!

When I picked them up I was forced to sign a letter saying that I wouldn't sell any puppies because they were "evidence".

I immediately instructed a senior criminal defence attorney and he researched the law and came to the same conclusion as I had.  Docking is not illegal.  His legal opinion is attached here for reference.

I then heard nothing for 3 weeks and after more legal advice I decided to let my puppies go to their previously booked caring homes, 7 in America! I kept the one puppy I originally intended to keep.

The SPCA returned a week later saying they had "heard a rumour I had sold my puppies" I told them to leave unless they had a court order!  I was threatened with imprisonment and told that he would return with another court order and this time "you will never see your puppies again" "this time you won't get them back".  He was aggressive and very unpleasant and extremely angry that I would not let him in.  I live on my own on a farm with my dogs and it was quite frankly, scary.

I heard nothing for about a month, and then had a phone call from the police who wanted to come and take a statement from me under caution.  I obviously agreed and when they came, on legal advice I admitted nothing, confirmed nothing and denied nothing.  But I did give them every piece of information on tail docking I had gathered.  Quite a book by this time!  The police were great, they agreed to include all my info when they sent the docket to the Prosecutor.  I again heard nothing, this was back in October 2009.  In January 2010 I received a phone call from Sergeant Kenny telling me that he was going to make me happy!  It appears that the docket went from Stanger (my local Court) to Verulam (the regional office) and eventually to the Provincial DPP where the decision was made by the Director.

To say I am relieved is an understatement and the Prosecutor has gone far further than he needed to in his reason for declining to prosecute.  The SPCA Inspector has already been to the police saying he wants to appeal, but at that time he had not seen the "reasons".  The SPCA have been spiteful, malicious, uncaring about my puppies! They have caused distress to me, my dogs and my puppies and accused me of cruelty.  They have threatened to lock me up and take my dogs.  My dogs are always in excellent condition, it is a pride thing with me and to be threatened in this way was horrendous.

